
TEXTILES AND CULT IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN AREA IN THE 

FIRST MILLENNIUM BC

International Workshop
Copenhagen, 21st and 22nd of  November 2013

Programme



Thursday 21st of  November
Venue:  The Assembly Hall, the National Museum of  Denmark

Chair: Bodil Bundgaard-Rasmussen, Department of  Classical and Near Eastern 
Antiquities, The National Museum of  Denmark

9.00

9.15

9.25

9.35

10.35

Registration

Welcome, Bodil Bundgaard-Rasmussen, the National Museum of  Denmark

Introduction to the workshop, Cecilie Brøns, CTR and the National Museum of  
Denmark

Keynote speech:
Margarita Gleba, University College London
Sacred Cloth: Consumption and production of  textiles in ancient Mediterranean cultic Contexts

Coffee break

Session 1
Chair: Bodil Bundgaard-Rasmussen, The National Museum of  Denmark

11.00

11.20

11.40

12.00

12.30

13.30

14.30

Orit Shamir, Israel Antiquities Authority
The High Priest Garments compared to Textiles found in the Land of  Israel

Maria Gerolemou, Open University of  Cyprus
Dressing the Priests and Priestesses in ancient Mediterranean (5th ce. BC): Herodotus as a source-
book.

Maria Papadopoulou, Ministry of  Education, Athens
Ηead-dress for success: cultic uses of  the Hellenistic mitra

Discussion

Lunch

Keynote speech:
Clarisse Prêtre, CNRS, ArScAn (Archéologie du monde grec archaïque et 
classique) Université Paris Ouest
Sacred garments, profane fabrics. The offerings of  textiles in the inventories of  Delos

Coffee break



Session 2
Chair: Nicole Brisch, ToRS, University of  Copenhagen

15.00

15.20

15.40

16.00

16.20

Jens Krasilnikoff  & Karen Kristensen, University of  Aarhus
Dress, Code, and Identity-of-Place in Greek Religion

Sara Karatas, University of  Bristol
Reconsidering dress-codes for women in cultic contexts in ancient Greece (650 – 30 BC)

Miguel Ángel Andrés-Toledo, CTR
Dressed in Beaver Fur: a Coat for a Zoroastrian Goddess?

Salvatore Gaspa, CTR
Textiles in Assyrian and Babylonian Temples of  the First Millennium BC

Discussion



Friday 22nd of  November
Venue: Centre for Textile Research (CTR), Amagerfælledvej 56

Session 3
Chair: Beate Wagner-Hasel, Leibnitz Universität Hannover

9.30

10.00

11.00

11.30

11.50

12.15

12.45

Welcome, Marie-Louise Nosch, CTR

Keynote speech:
Jan Kindberg Jacobsen, Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Gloria Paola Mittica, 
University of  Groningen and Sine Grove Saxkjær, University of  Aarhus
Evidence for ritual textile production on Timpone della Motta from c. 800 to 510 BC

Coffee break

Debi Cassuto, Bar Ilan University, Israel
Modes of  Textile Production in Cultic Contexts in the Southern Levant: Studying
the Juxtaposition of  Textile Production and Cult

Elly Weistra, University of  Groningen
Magnifi cation and emergence: ritual textiles and female socialisation in (Western) Greek 
Mediterranean protohistory

Discussion

Lunch

Session 4
Chair: Lone Wriedt Sørensen, SAXO, University of  Copenhagen

13.45

14.05

14.25

14.45

15.15

Francesco Meo, University of  Salento, Bianca Ferrara, University of  Naples 
Federico II and Giovanna Greco, University of  Naples Federico II
Loom weights in sacred contexts: the square building of  the Heraion at river Sele mouth

Hedvig Landenius Enegren, CTR
The loom weights from the ‘Scarico di Grotta Vanella’; Evidence for a sanctuary on the North 
Acropolis of  Segesta?

Zosia Halina Archibald, University of  Liverpool
Astral symbols on a loom weight from Adjiyska Vodenitsa (ancient Pistiros), Thrace: women, 
astronomy, and cult

Discussion

Coffee break



Session 5
Chair: Berit Hildebrandt, CTR

15.30

15.50

16.10

16.30

17.00

17.30

Alessandro Quercia, University of  Leicester
Temple key or distaff ? An ambiguous artifact from the Greek and indigenous sanctuaries of  south-
ern Italy

Tina Boloti, University of  Crete
Offering of  cloth and/or clothing to the sanctuaries: a case of  ritual continuity from the 2nd to the 
1st millennium B.C. in the Aegean?

Jane Draycott, University of  Sheffi eld
“Such is the latest form taken by the luxury of  our women!” Flowers, fabric and cult activity in the 
ancient Roman home

Discussion

Summing up, Marie-Louise Nosch, CTR

Reception and dinner

Contact and registration: 
Cecilie Brøns 

Cecilie.broens@natmus.dk
d e t  h u m a n i s t i s k e  fa k u lt e t 
kø b e n h av n s  u n i ve r s i t e t
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